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The Chief Secretary/Administrator of all States and UTs

The ACS/Principal Sacratary/Secratary (Home) of all States and UTs

The DGAG (Police) of all States and UTs " oaasH IUTED

The DGIG {Prisons) of all States and UTs .'|':] 2119
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4_15‘ Sub: Consular access to foreign natienals in prisens, custady or detantion.
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SirihMadam,

Consular access is granted to Foreign Diplomats/Consular Officers (o visit the

/ nationals of thelr country, who are in prison, custody or detention, as and when any

such request is received by the Ministry of External Affairs from the diplomatic

/ Missions concerned in India. Article 38 of the ‘Vienna Convention on Censular

\\hf. Access', an internaticnal treaty of the United Nations, accedad to by the Govermment

I of India, provides that Consular Officers shall have the right o visit & national of their

\Jﬂ apuntry wha |s in prison, custody or detention, and to-converse and correspond with

him and to arrange fer his legal representation. If a national of & foreign country is

arrested or cormmitted toprisan or to custody of is detsined in any other manner, the

Consular Post of the country ls to be informed of the same without delay. Any

communication addréssed to the Consular Fost by the perscn arrested, or in prison,
custody or detenticn is also to be forwarded to tha said Consular Post without celay

2. The CPY Divisian of the Ministry of External Affairs is the nodai guthority for
recelving requesis for gconsular 8COUES fram foreign Embassies and High
Commissions and s authorized to issue the lefter of permission o diplomatic
Missions to have consular access to the'nationals of their country
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1; — { .5 To streamline the process of granting consular access and to make the
progedure uniform and robust. it has bean decidad o lay down-the following
guidelines:

il intimation concerning detention or arrest of any foreign national in any

Prison, Custody or Detention Centre is 1o be immediately communicated by the

Syo i Siate Government/Jail authority concemed fo Consular-l Sectien, CPV
ﬁ"'}%‘ h"‘% Division, Ministry of External Affairs, Fatiala House Annexe (Room Mo, 43},
| Tilak Marg, New Defhi — 110001 @nd through email at socons@mea.qov.in,

ugconsi@men.gov.in and also to the Women Safety Division of the Ministry of
QJH [ #ﬁﬂ FI|I Home AHairs {dealing with Prison matters) at: dspr.atof@@mha.gov.in.

i) Representative af any foreign ‘Mission or Embassy approaching the
H-ﬂ-""‘“ StatelJail authority for consular access to any prisoner or detaines is 1o D&
& vl g, advised to contact the CPY Division c:-f_ the Ministry of External Affairs
- 0 (MEA), New Delhi at the address mentioned above.
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The request of any forelgn national in prizon or custody or Detention Centre
for consular access Is to be forwarded to the CPY Division of the Ministry
of External Affairs, who shall take appropriate action in the malter. Consulas
access is to be granted enly on recelpt of permission lotter issued by the
CEV Division of the Ministry of External Affairs who are guthorized to
issue such permission

Parmission for Consular access issued by the Consular Section of CFY
Divizion, Ministry of Extarnal Affairs is to be horoured by the State authorities
as MEA Is the approved authority for the same and access is 1o be aliowed
ta the cansular officer without delay.

The JsillState authorities should refrain from contacting the foreign diplomatic
Missions/Embassies directly They should make corraspondence aboul a8
foreign national in their custody only with the CPV Division of the Ministry of
External Affairs, wha will take further appropriate action

\n case of emergency, an electronic copy of the permission ietter shall be
issued by the CPY Division of the Ministry of Extarnal Aftairs to the
Diplomatic Mission with a copy 1o the Jalt authority concamed. |n case of any
doubt, State suthorities can gheck the veradity of lhe document with the
CPY Division.

Regular reports of arrest/detention of forelgn nationals (with all relevant
details) are to be provided to CPY Oivigion of the Ministry of External Affairs at
email; sgcons@meagpov.in and also 1o the Women Safety Divsion of the
Ministry of Home Affairs through email at: dspr.ate@mba gov. M

Special attenflon may be paid to the fact that there should be no delay n
intimation of arrest of a foreign national to MEA and MHA. Tha States/UTs
should send regular quarterly and six monthly reports about foreign
nationals in Jails/Datention Centres (ncluding the crime and current slatus of
their case etc.) to MEA and MHA,

All State/UT authorities are requested te comply with tne apove guidelines.

This supersedes any other instructionsiguidalines issued on the subjecl in the past

!( Yours sincerely.
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{Arun Sobti)

Deputy Secretary (PR & ATC)
Phone: 2307 2237

Emall: depratc@mba.qov.in

Copy to: Shri Amit Marang, JS (CPV), tinistry of External Afiairs, Fatiaia House
Annexe, Tiak Marg, Nesw Dalhi — 110001,



